
NCDOT Priority 1 

2026 Protect - NC STRONG 
Letters of Support Index 

Federal Government and Military 
• Department of War-US Transportation Command
• NOAA National Weather Service
• US Geological Survey
• US Marine Corps

NC General Assembly 
• Senator W. Ted Alexander
• Representative Alan Branson
• Representative Allen Buansi
• Representative Jay Chaudhuri
• Representative Mikle Colvin
• Representative Allison Dahle
• Representative Kelly Hastings
• Representative Zack Hawkins
• Senator Jonah Garson
• Representative Jeffrey McNeely
• Representative Rodney Pierce
• Representative Stephen Ross
• Senator Caleb Theodros
• Representative John Torbett
• Representative Julie Von Haefen
• Representative Harry Warren
• Representative Shelly Willingham
• Representative Matthew Winslow

State Government 
• NC Coastal Federation
• NCDEQ Flood Resiliency Blueprint
• NC State Resilience Office
• NC Emergency Management
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• NC State Climate Office 
• NC State University Climate and Sustainability Academy 
• UNC Center for Natural Hazards Resilience 

Local Government 
• City of Asheville 
• City of Jacksonville 
• Town of Bellville 
• Lumber River Council of Governments 
• French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization 
• Wilmington Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Additional Stakeholders 
• Down East Resilience Network 
• Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina 
• River Arts District 
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             September 30, 2026 

 
 
 
Yolanda K. Jordan 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration-North Carolina Division 
310 New Bern Avenue, Suite 410  
Raleigh, NC 27601-1418 
 
 
Dear Division Administrator Jordan,  
  
I am writing on behalf of the Highways for National Defense (HND) Program in strong support of the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the FHWA PROTECT Program 
for the NC STRONG initiative. As the Department of War (DoW) designated agent for public highway 
matters representing DoW and U.S. Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM), I liaise directly with 
FHWA and State DOTs to preserve infrastructure critical for rapid military deployment. 
 
North Carolina hosts vital Power Projection Platforms—including Fort Bragg, MCB Camp Lejeune, and 
Military Ocean Terminal Sunny Point (MOTSU)—alongside Strategic Seaports at Wilmington and 
Morehead City. Readiness and deployment depend on the Strategic Highway Network (STRAHNET), 
freight corridors (I-95, I-40, US-17), and port connectors that face recurring flood risks. 
 
NC STRONG mitigates these vulnerabilities by unifying NCDOT's flood warning systems—T-SAPP 
surge modeling, FIMAN inundation mapping across 870+ gauges, BridgeWatch monitoring of 15,000+ 
structures, and DriveNC routing—to deliver real-time decision support for military logistics, emergency 
responders, and freight operators before, during, and after severe events. 
 
The HND Program strongly endorses NCDOT’s application and respectfully urges FHWA to fund this 
vital initiative. For questions, please contact me at (618) 817-8536 or douglas.e.briggs.civ@mail.mil. 
 
We appreciate your coordination on this matter.  If you have any further questions, please feel free to call 
me at (618) 817-8536 or email me at douglas.e.briggs.civ@mail.mil. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

   
 
Douglas E. Briggs, P.E. 

      Chief, Highways for National Defense 



September 24, 2026 

 

The Honorable Sean Duffy 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC  20590 

  
Re: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation  
FY2024–FY2026 USDOT PROTECT Application 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

The National Weather Service Raleigh Forecast Office is pleased to support the North Carolina Department of 

Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting 

Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. 

Funding will improve and expand nationally recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response 

tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling public to more proactively 

prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats.  The application is titled North Carolina 

Sustainable solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized 

operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood events. Together, 

they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify critical assets at risk. By 

connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous events, the framework informs emergency 

routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, 

emergency responders, businesses, and communities.  Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning 

tools will strengthen North Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, maintain 

access to critical services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster 

recovery. 

The National Weather Service Raleigh Forecast Office strongly supports this application and respectfully 

encourages the Federal Highway Administration to fund the framework’s progression that protects public 

safety, maintains critical access, reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient 

investment decisions. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Nicholas Petro 

Warning Coordination Meteorologist 

National Weather Service Raleigh Forecast Office  

1005 Capability Drive, Suite 300, Raleigh, NC 27606 

Nicholas.Petro@noaa.gov 
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Letters of Support 
NC General Assembly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 
October 7, 2026 
 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 

  
Subject: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation FY2024–FY2026 USDOT 
PROTECT Application- North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to build 
Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking 
innovation, or NC STRONG. 

 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

 I am pleased to support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the U.S. 
Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and 
Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will improve and expand nationally recognized 
transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, local 
agencies, and the traveling public to more proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood 
threats.  The application is titled North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to 
build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking 
innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood events. Together, 
they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify critical assets at risk. By 
connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous events, the framework informs emergency 
routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, 
emergency responders, businesses, and communities.  Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning 



tools will strengthen North Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, maintain 
access to critical services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster 
recovery. 

I strongly support this application and respectfully encourage the Federal Highway Administration to fund the 
framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical access, reduces isolation, bolsters 
economic continuity, and improves resilient investment decisions. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Representative Alan Branson 
North Carolina House of Representatives 
 

 

 



 

North Carolina General Assembly 
House of Representatives 

 
Representative Allen Buansi 
56th District 
 
Office 514 Legislative Office Building 

300 N Salisbury Street 
Raleigh, NC 27603 

 
Phone (919) 733-7208 
Email allen.buansi@ncleg.gov 
 
 

October 07, 2026 
 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 

  
Subject: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation FY2024–FY2026 
USDOT PROTECT Application- North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming 
flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-
generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG. 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

Representative Allen Buansi, NC House District 56, is pleased to support the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and 
Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will improve and expand nationally 
recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response tools that together allow for 
NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling public to more proactively prepare for, 
respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats.  The application is titled North Carolina 
Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and 
Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC 
STRONG for short. 



These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood 
events. Together, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify 
critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous 
events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor 
identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, 
businesses, and communities.  Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will 
strengthen North Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, 
maintain access to critical services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and 
accelerate post-disaster recovery. 

Rep. Buansi strongly supports this application and respectfully encourages the Federal Highway 
Administration to fund the framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical 
access, reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient investment 
decisions. 

Sincerely, 
Allen Buansi 

 
 
Representative-North Carolina General Assembly, House District 56 

 
514 Legislative Office Building 
300 N Salisbury Street  
Raleigh NC 27603 
Allen.Buansi@ncleg.gov 
 

 

 



 

 

North Carolina General Assembly 

Senate 
 

SENATOR JAY J. CHAUDHURI 
DISTRICT 15 

1117 LEGISLATIVE BUILDING 

16 WEST JONES STREET 

RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA  27601-2808 

PHONE:  (919) 715-6400 

FAX:       (919) 754-3156 
EMAIL:   jay.chaudhuri@ncleg.gov 

COMMITTEES 
AGRICULTURE, ENERGY, AND ENVIRONMENT 

APPROPRIATIONS ON  EDUCATION/ HIGHER EDUCATION 

COMMERCE AND INSURANCE 

EDUCATION / HIGHER EDUCATION 

RULES & OPERATIONS OF THE SENATE 

TRANSPORTATION 
 

 
 
October 7, 2026 

 

The Honorable Sean Duffy 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC  20590 

  
Subject: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation FY2024–FY2026 

USDOT PROTECT Application- North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming 

flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-

generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG. 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

I am pleased to support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) 

application for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient 

Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. 

Funding will improve and expand nationally recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience 

and -response tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the 

traveling public to more proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood 

threats.  The application is titled North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding 

prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation 

tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood 

events. Together, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify 

critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous 

events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor 

mailto:jay.chaudhuri@ncleg.gov


identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, 

businesses, and communities.  Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will 

strengthen North Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, 

maintain access to critical services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and 

accelerate post-disaster recovery. 

I strongly support this application and respectfully encourage the Federal Highway 

Administration to fund the framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical 

access, reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient investment 

decisions. 

Sincerely, 

 
Senator Jay J. Chaudhuri 

District 15 

North Carolina State Senate 
 



  
 

  
 

 

 
 

REPRESENTATIVE MIKE COLVIN 
42ND  District 

  
COMMITTEES 

 
Office: 
 
 
 

 
1023 Legislative Building 
16 W. Jones Street 
Raleigh NC 27601-1096 
(919) 733-5775 
Mike.Colvin@ncleg.gov 
 

  
Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Finance 
Homeland Security, Military and  
   Veterans Affairs 
 

 
October 7th, 2026 
 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Subject: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation FY2024–FY2026 USDOT 
PROTECT Application- North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to 
build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking 
innovation, or NC STRONG. 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

I am Representative Mike Colvin of House District 42 in Cumberland County and I offer my support of the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving 
Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will improve and expand nationally recognized 
transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, 
local agencies, and the traveling public to more proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from 
statewide flood threats. The application is titled North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming 
flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation 
tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood events. 
Together, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify critical assets at 
risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous events, the framework informs 
emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor identification, and coordination among state and 
local agencies, emergency responders, businesses, and communities. Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite 
of flood warning tools will strengthen North Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community 
isolation, maintain access to critical services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and 
accelerate post-disaster recovery. 



  
 

  
 

I strongly support this application and respectfully encourages the Federal Highway Administration to fund 
the framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical access, reduces isolation, bolsters 
economic continuity, and improves resilient investment decisions. 

Sincerely, 

Michael “Mike” Colvin  
State Representative Michael “Mike” Colvin  
NC House District 42 
 













 
North Carolina General Assembly 

Senator Jonah Garson 

16 W. Jones Street, Room 1121 

Raleigh, NC  27601-1096 

919 733-5804 

Jonah.Garson@ncleg.gov 
 

October 9, 2026 

 

The Honorable Sean Duffy 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C. 20590-001 

 

Subject: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation FY2024–FY2026 USDOT PROTECT 

Application- North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure 

and Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG. 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

As the North Carolina state senator representing District 23 (serving Caswell, Orange, and Person Counties) I am pleased to 

support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of 

Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation 

(PROTECT) Program. Funding will improve and expand nationally recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience and 

-response tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling public to more proactively 

prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats.  The application is titled North Carolina Sustainable 

Solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-

generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood events. Together, they help 

determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard 

information before, during, and after hazardous events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, 

critical-corridor identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, businesses, and 

communities.  Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will strengthen North Carolina’s ability to 

anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, maintain access to critical services and economic centers, prioritize 

resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster recovery. 

I strongly support this application and respectfully encourage the Federal Highway Administration to fund the framework’s 

progression that protects public safety, maintains critical access, reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and 

improves resilient investment decisions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jonah Garson 

North Carolina  

State Senate District 23 

mailto:Jonah.Garson@ncleg.gov


REPRESENTATIVE JEFFREY C. McNEELY 
84TH DISTRICT 
  
OFFICE: 606 LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING 
 300 N. SALISBURY STREET 
 RALEIGH, NC  27603-5925 
PHONE: (919)  733-5661 
FAX: (919)  754-3230 
EMAIL: jeffrey.mcneely@ncleg.gov 
  

COMMITTEES: 
  
AGRICULTURE & ENVIRONMENT, CHAIRMAN 
TRANSPORTATION, CHAIRMAN 
APPROPRIATIONS 
APPROPRIATIONS, AGRICULTURE & NATURAL & 

               ECONOMIC RESOURCES 
OVERSIGHT REFORM 
  

 
North Carolina General Assembly 

House of Representatives 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
SUPPORT LETTER FOR NCDOT’S PROTECT GRANT APPLICATION  

   
October 7, 2026 
 
The Honorable Sean Duffy  
United States Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC  20590  
   
Subject: NCDOT’S FY2024–FY2026 USDOT PROTECT Application – NC STRONG 
(North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming Flooding Prediction to 
Build Resilient Infrastructure and Optimized Operations through Next-Generation Tools 
and Groundbreaking Innovation). 
  
Dear Secretary Duffy:  
 
NC House Transportation Chairman Rep. Jeffrey McNeely is pleased to support the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and 
Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will improve and expand 
nationally recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience-and-response tools that 
together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling public to more  
proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats.  The 
application is titled North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding 
prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-
generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short.



 
North Carolina General Assembly 

House of Representatives 
 

  
 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during 
flood events. Together, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge 
impacts and identify critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, 
during, and after hazardous events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection 
priorities, critical-corridor identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, 
emergency responders, businesses, and communities.  Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite 
of flood warning tools will strengthen North Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, 
reduce community isolation, maintain access to critical services and economic centers, 
prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster recovery.  
 
Rep. McNeely strongly supports this application and respectfully encourages the Federal 
Highway Administration to fund the framework’s progression that protects public 
safety, maintains critical access, reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and 
improves resiliency investment decisions.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Representative Jeffrey C. McNeely 
North Carolina House of Representatives 
District 84 - Iredell County 
 
 









 
 
 
 
 
 
10/8/26  
  
The Honorable Sean Duffy  
United States Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC  20590  

  ​
Subject: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation FY2024–FY2026 
USDOT PROTECTApplication- North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming 
flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through 
Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG.  

Dear Secretary Duffy,  

I, State Senator Caleb Theodros of Mecklenburg County, am pleased to support the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and 
Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will improve and expand nationally 
recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response tools that together allow for 
NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling public to more proactively prepare for, 
respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats.  The application is titled North Carolina 
Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and 
Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC 
STRONG for short.  

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood 
events. Together, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify 
critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous 
events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor 
identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, 
businesses, and communities.  Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will 
strengthen North Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, 
maintain access to critical services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and 
accelerate post-disaster recovery.  



I strongly support this application and respectfully encourages the Federal Highway 
Administration to fund the framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical 
access, reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient investment 
decisions.  

Sincerely,  
Caleb Theodros ​
State Senator ​
NC General Assembly ​
Caleb.Theodros@ncleg.gov  

 



 
North Carolina General Assembly 

House of Representatives 
Representative John A. Torbett 

District 108 
 
 

 
 

 
Chairman, Appropriations General 

Government 
Chairman, House Select Committee on 

Government Efficiency 
Chairman, State and Local Government 
Vice-Chairman, Appropriations 
Education K-12 
House Select Committee on Helene 

Recovery 
Joint Legislative Commission on 

Government Operations 
Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the 

House 

Office: 538 Legislative Office Building 
 300 N. Salisbury Street 
 Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 
Phone: (919) 733-5868 
Fax: (919) 754-3612 
Email: John.torbett@ncleg.gov 
District: 210 Blue Ridge Drive 
 Stanley, NC  28164 

Phone: (704) 214-1770 
 
October 8, 2026 
 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation FY2024–FY2026 USDOT PROTECT 

Application- North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to build 
Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking 
innovation, or NC STRONG. 

 
Dear Secretary Duffy, 
 
As the North Carolina House of Representatives member from District 108, I am pleased to support the North 

Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-
Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will improve and expand nationally recognized 
transportation focused flood resilience and response tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, 
state, local agencies, and the traveling public to more proactively prepare for, respond to, and 
recover from statewide flood threats. The application is titled North Carolina Sustainable Solutions 



for Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations 
through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood events. 
Together, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify critical 
assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous events, the 
framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical corridor identification, and 
coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, businesses, and 
communities. Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will strengthen North 
Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, maintain access to critical 
services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster 
recovery. 

I strongly support this application and respectfully encourage the Federal Highway Administration to fund the 
framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical access, reduces isolation, 
bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient investment decisions. 

 
 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Representative John A. Torbett 

House District 108 

 

 

 

 



 

North Carolina GeneralAssembly 

House of Representatives 
REPRESENTATIVE JULIE VON HAEFEN                OFFICE:        1311 LEGISLATIVE BUILDING 

36TH DISTRICT, WAKE COUNTY                 16 W. JONES STREET 

         RALEIGH, NC 27601 - 1096 

         PHONE: (919) 715-0795 
                   EMAIL:          JULIE.VONHAEFEN@NCLEG.GOV 
 

October 17, 2026 
The Honorable Sean Duffy  
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington DC, 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Duffy, 
 

As North Carolina House District 36’s Representative, I am pleased to support the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and 
Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will improve and expand nationally 
recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response tools that together allow for 
NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling public to more proactively prepare for, 
respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats.  The application is titled North Carolina 
Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and 
Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC 
STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood 
events. Together, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify 
critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous 
events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor 
identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, 
businesses, and communities.  Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will 
strengthen North Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, 
maintain access to critical services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and 
accelerate post-disaster recovery. 

I strongly support this application and respectfully encourage the Federal Highway 
Administration to fund the framework’s progression to protect public safety, maintain critical 
access, reduce isolation, bolster economic continuity, and improve resilient investment decisions. 



 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Representative Julie von Haefen 
NC House District 36, Wake County  
(Apex, Holly Springs, Cary) 

 



 
 

October 7, 2026 
 
 

 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

  
Subject: Letter of Support: North Carolina Department of Transportation FY2024–FY2026 
USDOT PROTECT Application - North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding 
prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation 
tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG. 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

I am pleased to support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application 
for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for 
Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will 
improve and expand nationally recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience and-response 
tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling public to more 
proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats. The application is 
titled North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient 
infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking 
innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood 
events. Together, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify 
critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous events, 
the framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor identification, 
and coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, businesses, and 
communities. Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will strengthen North 
Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, maintain access to critical 
services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster 
recovery. 



I strongly support this application and respectfully encourage the Federal Highway Administration 
to fund the framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical access, reduces 
isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient investment decisions. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Harry Warren 
Representative – House District 76 
NC General Assembly 
300 N Salisbury Street 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
harry.warren@ncleg.gov 
 



 

 

 

October 7, 2026 

The Honorable Sean Duffy 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 

Subject: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation FY2024–FY2026 USDOT 
PROTECT Application 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

This is a letter of support for the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application 
for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for 
Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program.   

I believe this funding will improve and expand nationally recognized transportation-focused 
flood-resilience and -response tools that will allow NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the 
traveling public to more proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats.  
The application is titled North Carolina Sustainable Solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to 
build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and 
Groundbreaking innovation,  (NC STRONG). 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood events. 
Collectively, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify critical 
assets at risk.  By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous events, the 
framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor identification, and 
coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, businesses, and communities. 



Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will strengthen North Carolina’s ability to 
anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, maintain access to critical services and economic 
centers, prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster recovery. 
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I strongly support this application and respectfully encourage the Federal Highway Administration to 
fund the framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical access, reduces 
isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient investment decisions. 

Respectfully, 

 
Representative Shelly Willingham 
North Carolina House District 23 
Bertie, Edgecombe & Martin Counties 
 
SW/js 
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September 16, 2026 

 

 

The Honorable Sean Duffy 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC  20590 

  
Re: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation  
FY2024–FY2026 USDOT PROTECT Application 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (NCDEQ), Flood Resiliency Blueprint is 

pleased to support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for 

the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for 

Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will 

improve and expand nationally recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response 

tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling public to 

more proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats.  The 

application is titled North Carolina Sustainable solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to 

build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and 

Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood 

events. Together, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify 

critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous 

events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor 

identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, 

businesses, and communities.  Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will 

strengthen North Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, 

maintain access to critical services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and 

accelerate post-disaster recovery. 

  



 

 
 

North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality (NCDEQ), Flood Resiliency Blueprint 

strongly supports this application and respectfully encourages the Federal Highway 

Administration to fund the framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical 

access, reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient investment 

decisions. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Stuart Brown 

Program Manager, NC Flood Resiliency Blueprint 

NC Department of Environmental Quality 

217 West Jones Street, Raleigh, NC 27603 

Stuart.Brown@deq.nc.gov 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
September 25, 2026 
 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation FY2024–FY2026 
USDOT PROTECT Application 
 
Dear Secretary Duffy, 
 
The North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality’s State Resilience Office is 
pleased to support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s application to the 
U.S. Department of Transportation’s Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, 
Efficient, and Cost‑Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. 
 
The proposed NC STRONG initiative builds directly upon statewide priorities identified in 
the 2020 North Carolina Climate Risk Assessment and Resilience Plan, which calls for 
coordinated, data‑driven systems to reduce infrastructure risks, strengthen emergency 
response, and address vulnerabilities across communities. These priorities are further 
reinforced by the Regions Innovating for Strong Economies and Environments (RISE) 
regional resilience portfolios, which consistently emphasize the need for improved flood-
warning tools, expanded stream and tide gauge networks, real-time monitoring, and better 
decision support for understanding when key roadways, bridges, and culverts will be 
impacted during severe weather. 
 
Across the nine RISE regional portfolios, communities repeatedly identify issues that NC 
STRONG directly addresses, including limited warning time before flooding, inadequate 
monitoring of critical transportation infrastructure, and the need to expand real-time flood 
information systems such as the Flood Inundation Mapping and Alert Network (FIMAN). 
Several resilience portfolios highlight high-priority projects focused on expanding stream 
gauge networks to improve flood forecasting and increase warning time for communities, 
such as the Mid‑Carolina regional project adding six new gauges to support real-time 
water-level monitoring and improved integration with statewide systems. Regional 
assessments also emphasize strengthening predictive modeling, improving access to 
hazard data, and providing better tools for identifying when roads, bridges, and other 
critical assets may be overtopped or isolated during storms. 
 



 

 
 

The NC STRONG initiative advances these statewide and regional resilience needs by 
modernizing and integrating NCDOT’s core flood‑risk tools. Through enhancements to 
FIMAN, the Transportation Surge Analysis Predictive Program (T‑SAPP), BridgeWatch, and 
DriveNC, the initiative strengthens storm‑surge and riverine flood forecasting, expands 
real‑time monitoring of roads and structures, improves asset‑level alerts for bridges and 
culverts, and provides more accessible, actionable hazard information to the public and 
emergency managers. Together, these improvements create a more comprehensive and 
proactive statewide system for anticipating transportation disruptions and supporting 
timely, informed decision‑making before, during, and after flood events. 
 
The State Resilience Office strongly supports this application because it strengthens North 
Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, maintain critical access, protect lives and 
property, and reduce community isolation during hazardous events. The integration and 
enhancement of these transportation-focused flood-warning tools directly align with both 
the statewide plan and the locally identified needs across the nine RISE regional portfolios. 
 
We respectfully encourage the Federal Highway Administration to fund the NC STRONG 
initiative, which builds a more reliable, coordinated, and sustainable transportation 
resilience framework for our state. Thank you for your consideration and for supporting 
efforts to safeguard North Carolina’s communities and infrastructure. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Gian Tavares 
Director, State Resilience Office 
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality 
gian.tavares@deq.nc.gov 
 

 

mailto:gian.tavares@deq.nc.gov


 

 

October 6, 2026 

 

The Honorable Sean Duffy 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC  20590 

 

Re: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation  
FY2024–FY2026 USDOT PROTECT Application 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

North Carolina Emergency Management/Hazard Mitigation is pleased to support the North 

Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of 

Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and 

Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) grant program. The funds from this grant will allow the 

NCDOT to continue improving and further expand North Carolina’s nationally recognized 

transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response tools that together allow for not only 

NCDOT, but federal, state, and local agencies, and the traveling public to more proactively prepare 

for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats.  The application is titled North Carolina 

Sustainable solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and 

Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC 

STRONG for short. 

NCDOT’s systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood 

events. They help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify critical 

assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous events, the 

framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor identification, and 

coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, businesses, and communities.  

Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will strengthen North Carolina’s ability 

to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, maintain access to critical services and 

economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster recovery. 

 



 
 

2 

North Carolina Emergency Management/Hazard Mitigation, as a long time partner with NCDOT, 

strongly supports their application for this grant and respectfully encourages the Federal Highway 

Administration to fund the framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical 

access, reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient investment 

decisions. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

 

Steve McGugan 

State Hazard Mitigation Officer 

Assistant Director / Mitigation Section Chief 

North Carolina Emergency Management  
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September 18, 2026 

 

The Honorable Sean Duffy 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC  20590 

  
Re: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation  
FY2024–FY2026 USDOT PROTECT Application 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

The State Climate Office of North Carolina is pleased to support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s 

(NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for 

Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will improve and expand 

nationally recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response tools that together allow for NCDOT, 

federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling public to more proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from 

statewide flood threats.  The application is titled North Carolina Sustainable solutions for Transforming flooding 

prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and 

Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood events. Together, they 

help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard 

information before, during, and after hazardous events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection 

priorities, critical-corridor identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, 

businesses, and communities.  Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will strengthen North 

Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, maintain access to critical services and 

economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster recovery.  In particular, the State 

Climate Office of North Carolina works closely NCDOT on issues related to rainfall extremes, including rainfall 

tools that support both operations and resilience.  

 



The State Climate Office of North Carolina strongly supports this application and respectfully encourages the Federal 

Highway Administration to fund the framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical access, 

reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient investment decisions. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jared H. Bowden, PhD. 

Director / State Climatologist  

State Climate Office of North Carolina 

1005 Capability Drive 

Raleigh, NC 27695-7236 

jhbowden@ncsu.edu 
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September 18, 2026 
  
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
  
Re: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation 
FY2024–FY2026 USDOT PROTECT Application 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

The Climate and Sustainability Academy at North Carolina State University (CaSA) is pleased to support the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) 
Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. 
Funding will improve and expand nationally recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response tools 
that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling public to more proactively prepare for, 
respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats. The application is titled North Carolina Sustainable solutions for 
Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation 
tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood events. Together, they 
help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard 
information before, during, and after hazardous events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection 
priorities, critical-corridor identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, 
businesses, and communities. Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will strengthen North 
Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, maintain access to critical services and 
economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster recovery. 

CaSA envisions a resilient and sustainable future powered by collaboration, creativity and action. CaSA strongly 
supports this application and respectfully encourages the Federal Highway Administration to fund the framework’s 
progression that protects public safety, maintains critical access, reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and 
improves resilient investment decisions. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Erin Seekamp, Ph.D. 
 
Executive Director, Climate and Sustainability Academy 
Goodnight Distinguished Professor in Coastal Resilience and Sustainability 
NC State University 
919.513.7407 
elseekam@ncsu.edu 

http://go.ncsu.edu/casa


 
 
 
  
September 17, 2026 
 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
  
Re: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation  
FY2024–FY2026 USDOT PROTECT Application 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill’s Center for Natural Hazards Resilience 
(CNHR) is pleased to support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s (NCDOT) 
application for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Promoting Resilient Operations for 
Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will 
improve and expand nationally recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response 
tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, and local agencies, and the traveling public, 
to more proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats.  The 
application is titled North Carolina Sustainable solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to 
build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation tools and 
Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood 
events. Together, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm impacts and identify critical 
assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous events, the 
framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor identification, and 
coordination among governments, emergency responders, businesses, and communities.  
Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will strengthen North Carolina’s 
ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation, maintain access to critical services 
and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster recovery. 

The UNC CNHR strongly supports this application and respectfully encourages the Federal 
Highway Administration to fund the framework’s progression that protects public safety, 
maintains critical access, reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient 
investment decisions. 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Rick Luettich 
Director, Center for Natural Hazards Resilience 
rick_luettich@unc.edu 
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​City of Asheville​
​Office of the Mayor​

​P.O. Box 7148​
​Asheville, NC 28802​

​Phone: (828) 259-5600​
​www.ashevillenc.gov​

​September 25, 2026​

​The Honorable Sean Duffy​
​United States Department of Transportation​
​1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE​
​Washington, DC 20590​

​Re: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation​
​FY2024–FY2026 USDOT PROTECT Application​

​Dear Secretary Duffy,​

​The City of Asheville is pleased to support the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s​
​(NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient​
​Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program.​
​Funding will improve and expand nationally recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience​
​and -response tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the​
​traveling public to more proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood​
​threats. The application is titled North Carolina Sustainable solutions for Transforming flooding​
​prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations through Next-generation​
​tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short.​

​These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood​
​events. Together, they help determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and identify​
​critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after hazardous​
​events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor​
​identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders,​
​businesses, and communities. Through this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will​
​strengthen North Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce community isolation,​
​maintain access to critical services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and​
​accelerate post-disaster recovery.​

​The City of Asheville strongly supports this application and respectfully encourages the Federal​
​Highway Administration to fund the framework’s progression that protects public safety,​
​maintains critical access, reduces isolation, bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient​
​investment decisions.​

​Sincerely,​

​Mayor Esther E. Manheimer​

http://www.ashevillenc.gov/
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Lumbee Tribe of North CarolinaLumbee Tribe of North Carolina

John L. LoweryJohn L. Lowery    ||   Lumbee Tribal ChairmanLumbee Tribal Chairman  John L. Lowery  | Lumbee Tribal Chairman 

September 25, 2026
 
The Honorable Sean Duffy 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
  
Re: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation  

FY2024–FY2026 USDOT PROTECT Application 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

The Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina is pleased tosupport the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s(NCDOT)
application for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient,
and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program.Funding will improve and expand nationally recognized transportation-
focused flood-resilience and -response tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling
public to more proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood threats. The application is titled North
Carolina Sustainable solutions for Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized operations
through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC STRONG for short. 

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during flood events. Together, they help
determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts andidentify critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard information
before, during, and after hazardous events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, critical-corridor
identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, emergency responders, businesses, and communities.  Through
this grant, NCDOT’s suite of flood warning tools will strengthen North Carolina’s ability to anticipate disruptions, reduce
community isolation, maintain access to critical services and economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate
post-disaster recovery. 

The Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina strongly supports this application and respectfully encourages the Federal Highway
Administration to fund the framework’s progression that protects public safety, maintains critical access, reduces isolation,
bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient investment decisions. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
John Lowery 
Tribal Chairman 

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  L U M B E E  T R I B A L  C H A I R M A NO F F I C E  O F  T H E  L U M B E E  T R I B A L  C H A I R M A N
6 9 8 4  H i g h w a y  7 1 1  W e s t6 9 8 4  H i g h w a y  7 1 1  W e s t     ||      P e m b r o k e ,  N C  2 8 3 7 2P e m b r o k e ,  N C  2 8 3 7 2     ||     9 1 0 . 5 2 1 . 7 8 6 19 1 0 . 5 2 1 . 7 8 6 1   

  

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  L U M B E E  T R I B A L  C H A I R M A N
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September 30, 2026     

The Honorable Sean Duffy 
 United States Department of Transportation 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
 Washington, DC 20590     

Re: Letter of Support – North Carolina Department of Transportation FY2024–FY2026 

USDOT PROTECT Application     

Dear Secretary Duffy,  

Pattiy Torno (a co-founder of the River Arts District in Asheville, NC) and the Unified 

RAD (River Arts District) Steering Committee are pleased to support the North Carolina 

Department of Transportation's (NCDOT) application for the U.S. Department of 

Transportation's (USDOT) Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, 

and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program. Funding will improve and 

expand nationally recognized transportation-focused flood-resilience and -response 

tools that together allow for NCDOT, federal, state, local agencies, and the traveling 

public to more proactively prepare for, respond to, and recover from statewide flood 

threats. The application is titled North Carolina Sustainable solutions for 

Transforming flooding prediction to build Resilient infrastructure and Optimized 

operations through Next-generation tools and Groundbreaking innovation, or NC 

STRONG for short.  

These systems are essential for providing public safety and economic continuity during 

flood events. We have firsthand experience of how helpful the NCDOT's systems were 

for us during Hurricane Helene. We all worked closely with Kurt Golembesky between 

2022-2024 to fine tune these systems as they related to the River Arts District in 

Asheville, NC. We feel strongly that without the NCDOT's help, there would have been 

greater loss of life and property during Hurricane Helene.      



This suite of systems helps determine and anticipate flood and storm surge impacts and 

identify critical assets at risk. By connecting hazard information before, during, and after 

hazardous events, the framework informs emergency routing, inspection priorities, 

critical-corridor identification, and coordination among state and local agencies, 

emergency responders, businesses, and communities. Through this grant, NCDOT's 

suite of flood warning tools will strengthen North Carolina's ability to anticipate 

disruptions, reduce community isolation, maintain access to critical services and 

economic centers, prioritize resilient investments, and accelerate post-disaster 

recovery.  

Pattiy Torno and Unified RAD Steering Committee strongly support this application and 

respectfully encourage the Federal Highway Administration to fund the framework's 

progression that protects public safety, maintains critical access, reduces isolation, 

bolsters economic continuity, and improves resilient investment decisions.     

Sincerely, 
Pattiy Torno & the Unified RAD Steering Committee : 

Jeffrey Burroughs, Board President, RADA Membership   

Allison Redmond, Board President, RADA Foundation 
Kim Self Hundertmark, Executive Director, RADA Foundation  

Brian Lewis, Board President, RADBIZ 
Amy Michaelson Kelly, Marketing Committee Chair, RADBIZ  

Chris Zajac, Real Estate Developer, MHO 
Lisa Raleigh, Executive Director, RiverLink 
Joe Balcken, Long-term Planning Lead, Unified RAD  
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